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LIFE m THE GUPTA AGE
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From these details it may be seen that the grama was invariably
the smallest unit in all the provinces of the Gupta empire. Like
the grama, the wsaya and the bhukli were commonly used throughout
the domain, while the territorial units known as the pathaka, (ildra,
sthali and mandala were current only in Surastra,
XL    General  Remarks
The administration of the Guptas/5 as can be ascertained from the
account given in these pages, cannot be justly claimed to have been
genuinely original, but it may be said to have been imposing and
benevolent. It was not original because it was founded on the historical
traditions of the past and improved and adopted  to   suit contem-
porary conditions.   It was imposing because of the vastness  of its
structure the nature  of which, however,  can  best be realised by
recollecting   that it was   composed  of  the   king,  the  Council   of
Ministers,  the Great Assembly, the feudatories, the departments of
State, the officers at the capital, in the provinces and in the villages,
with their multifarious duties, the great extent of their authority
and   the   numerical  strength  of  their   own  subordinates.   It   was
benevolent because it was not a crude  autocracy wherein the king
was the only and absolute dictator; it had constitutional checks in
the form of the Council of Ministers and the high officials of State,
whose  power and  influence have been  already depicted, ;biit more
than these, the whole administration was often guided by a judiciously
interpreted system of constitutional "usage surviving in the form of
precedents, which had almost received the sanction of unwritten law.
Its efficiency was such that it reduced its sources of revenue to a
regular form,  maintained  an   admirable system of  accountsL the
evidence of which can be noticed even in the sale of a plot of land in
a v^a*^)an(^ or&anised its vast fiscal resources in such a manner as
to enable its rulers to control an empire extending from the principality